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Introduction

HE DOCUMENT PUBLISHED HERE comes from the rich

collection of manuscripts preserved at the Biblioteca
Nacional of Mexico. A brief enumeration of the princi-
pal themes treated in the text will reflect its significance
for the history of peninsular California in the mid-
eighteenth century.

The document includes a concise description of the
various missions established up to the year 1740, from
San José del Cabo to what was then the most northerly
mission, San Ignacio Cadakaamén. In addition it pro-
vides a type of itinerary, with appropriate distances,
starting at Cabo San Lucas and following what can be
called the “mission route” northward to San Ignacio.
Interestingly, this itinerary coincides, in the main, with
the route of the modern Transpeninsular Highway.

Another type of information, found only partially
in other sources, is that of the Indian place names for
those locations where missions were established. Thus,
thanks to this manuscript, we are able to know for the
first time, in the Perici and Guaycura languages, the
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original names of such places as San José del Cabo,
m.m:ammp La Paz, Dolores, and several other mission
sites.

Finally, additional data are given here relative to
the topography of the southern part of the peninsula,
the coasts, bays, coves, islands, and other geographical
landmarks. It should be noted that all this information
was furnished by a person who directly and personally
knew the majority of the places described; furthermore,
that the document was written several years prior to
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the publication of the first work relative to the penin-
sula, the Noticia de la California y de su conquista tem-
poral y espiritual, by the Jesuit Miguel Venegas, which
appeared 1n Madrid in 1757.

Characteristics of the Manuscript

The text in question, as stated, is found in the Bibli-
oteca Nacional; it is a part of the so-called “Archivo
Franciscano”, catalog number 4/62.1. The fact that it
is a part of the Archivo Franciscano might give the im-
pression that the document must have been written by
some member of that religious order; however, among
the numerous documents in this collection are many
from various other sources and authors.

The manuscript consists of six leaves, written on
both sides. Of the six, it is the first four which are of the
greatest interest, in that the two remaining pages are
a sort of resumé of the preceding text. On the upper
margin of the first page the date of 1740 is registered.
Beginning on the lower part of page three the docu-
ment appears to have been written by a different hand
from the preceding pages. It should also be pointed out
that many of the Indian place names appear as mar-
ginal notes.

The Author of this Description

Because the manuscript is unsigned it is necessary
to give the reasons for attributing it to a person well
known in the early history of California. A sufficient
basis exists to believe that the document is a report
which was requested of its author. This is confirmed in
the characteristics of the itinerary, with its multiple
references, and again, further on, in the statement at
the end of the last page: “This is what I know.”

It appears quite probable that Father Miguel Vene-
gas, in the process of collecting material for his Noticia
de la California, was the person who requested this re-
WQS. We know that, occupied with his work, Venegas

ad been requesting and receiving all types of infor-
mation from the missionaries of the peninsula. For ex-
ample, in the Biblioteca Nacional there is a document
in which Father Venegas sets forth a series of questions
directed to the missionary Juan Bautista Luyando.!

Venegas, however, concluded his work, as he notes,
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on August 5, 1739. Therefore, regarding the manu-
script with which we are dealing, we may surmise
either that it did not arrive until after he had finished
or else that it was actually written shortly before the
date of 1740 which has been assigned to it.

It seems clear that this manuscript was not prepared
by one of the missionaries laboring on the peninsula.
There are three bases for this assertion, The first is
the manner in which the author speaks of the Jesuit
missionaries. In almost all instances, in the manner of
one who was not one of them, he refers to them in the
respectful form of “the reverend fathers.” Also, on page
four, verso, in dealing with the mission of Loreto and
mentioning the father administrator, he adds that there
is “a lay priest who helps him.” Any Jesuit missionary,
in place of the term “lay priest”, would have used the
term characteristic of the Order: “brother coadjutor.”

The second indication as to the identity of the writer
of the document appears also on the aforesaid page.
Referring to the various missions, the author states that
in the case of those of which he has no personal knowl-
edge: “I put the distance which has been given to me
by soldiers who have covered those areas on foot.” It
appears, in other words, that the author was in contact
with the men who made up the military force at the
presidio of Loreto.

Finally, the third reason for believing that the au-
thor was not a missionary is the prose style in which
the document is written. The composition is very
choppy and irregular.

From among the few soldiers and military men
who served at the presidio of Loreto about 1740 we
know of only one who sent information to Father Vene-
gas. This detail is given by Andrés Marcos Burriel, also
a Jesuit, who several years later was the editor in
charge of publishing the Noticia de la California in
Madrid:

.:m.m:._ma Venegas, in order to write his history, had
various reports at hand [including those of Salvatierra,
Piccolo, Ugarte . . .] as well as a diary of Don Esteban

Mw.omlm:mm Lorenzo, first captain of the California presi-
10 & 4%

These facts, plus the inferences which can be drawn
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founded in 1699 by Salvatierra. ,

16. San Luis Gonzaga: CHIRIYAQUI. (Baegert, Noti-
cias de la peninsula americana de California, Mex-
ico 1942). .

17. San Miguel de Comondii. COMONDU. Again, the
Cochimi name has been preserved.

18. Santa Ana: MARINO (RRL). Mining camp found-
ed in 1784 by Manuel de Ocio to the west of the
present La Paz-San José del Cabo highway at kilo-
meter 71. . 2

19. Santiago: AININI (RRL).

Clearly the data presented here show that much
remains to be researched relative to indigenous place
names in Baja California Sur, If the Indian names of
such places as San Antonio, El Triunfo, Miraflores,
Todos Santos, and others are as yet unknown, it may
well be that they will appear in some of the documents
which are yet to be studied.

To keep alive the indigenous place names along
with' those of the colonial and modern periods is to
maintain a deep awareness of cultural roots. Fortunate-
ly, when the foregoing work was presented in the
Twelfth Annual Symposium of the Asociacién Cultural
de las Californias, held in La Paz on April 27 and 28,
1974, it was unanimously decided to propose to the ap-
propriate authorities that, officially, the indigenous
place names be added to the present place names of
locales in Baja California Sur.

Footnotes: Appendix

(1) See: Jaime Bravo, Juan de Ugarte, and Clemente
Guillén, Testimonios Sudcalifornianos, Nueva en-
trada y establecimiento en el puerto de La Paz,
1720, edited by Miguel Leén-Portilla (Mexico:
Universidad Nacional Auténoma, 1969), pp. 83-
112.

(2) See the compilation of reports and letters in: Con-
stantino Bayle, ed., Misién de la Baja California
(Madrid: Editorial Catélica, 1946). Father Tama-
ral’s place names appear on pages 213-214.



